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fhey should forego all opportunities of aiding the cause
of Xerxes, whether by openly joining Hydarnes or pas-
sively hindering the operations of Leonidas. When
further, we see that the special object of the whole narra-
tive is to glorify the Spartans, we are justified in inferring
that the care taken by the commanders of the Athenian
fleet to obtain early tidings from the army of Thermopylai
indicates the presence of an Athenian force within the
pass, and that the resistance to Xerxes was on a far larger
scale than Herodotos has represented. A compulsory,
and still more a disastrous, retreat of the allies might
be veiled under the decent plea that they were dis-
missed by the Spartan chief; and if they were conscious
of faint-heartedness, they would not care to hinder the
growth of a story which covered their remissness in the
Hellenic cause, while it inhanced the renown of Leonidas
and his Three Hundred.

Of the disaster which befel the Persian fleet on the
Magnesian coast, the Greeks on board their ships at the
Euripos heard on the second day after the _, _ .
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beginning of the storm ; and no sooner had fleet_at Ar-
they received the tidings than they set off tcmision-
with all speed for Artemision. The storm lasted four
days, and the Greek fleet had thus been stationed on the
northern shore of Euboia for eight-and-forty hours before
the Persian ships became visible as they sailed to
Aphetai. Here the confederate fleet awaited their arrival,
the whole number being 271 ships, of which Athens
furnished not less than 127, or it may rather be said 147,
if we take into account the 20 Athenian vessels manned
by the Chalkidians. The supreme command of the force
was in the hands of the Spartan Eurybiades. The other
cities had insisted on this arrangement as an indispensable
condition of the alliance ; and, to their lasting credit, the
Athenians, yielding at once? waited patiently until the